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AMONG MANY, 


| About the touchy point of - 


SUCCESSION. 


Hunbly Propofed to Timely Conſideration apainſt 
ths  Seſſuon. of Parianee; whether it be now, 


H E Cafe tobe put is thus. | A Nation is Pro- 
\ teſtantin the main Body of it: He that. is 


like to ſucceed inthe,Throne is a Roman Ca- 

#holick. What ſhall be done in ſuch an Afair 2 
The Cale does belong tothe Divines,., and to. the Law- 
Ygs, rough it be the Parliam =7 alone muſt deter- 
mine it - Nays the matter indeed is what every-body 
think themſelves engaged in, and every body ſpeak 
their-minds gf; Fhere is : no, Coffee-hnufe, and few 
private houſes, bur their Table-talk, is of theſe things. 
I ſee no reaſon therefere,why I may.ngt ſpeak my mind 


alſo, ſo lang.as ip iv of my' ſelf, ,and, with 
> > rig Babi be (how much ſoever elle 5 bg 


cern'd with me) have any hand in the publicatiog of 
it. For am perfwaded;: that if the. Parliament ſhail 
take tho libetty-. (every. one; of. them, as Eng/z/o-men 

and, Projeſtants) tb ſpeak Fowl things ia the Houſe, 
+ —_— they wauwdd be: leſs rand of One and; 


ther, 


[7] 


% 


( #.) 


ther, and more ſecure in their Counſels, (whatfoeyer, 
they talk) in providing for the ſafety the Kiogy 
dom, and Religion, ® 7 -» +» FE Y:-41.0 

It is decreed in the, Council of Lateran, That all 
Princes ſhall Exterminate the Zereficks out of their 
Dominions, upon-pain of. Depafition, Excommunica- 
tion, and Damnation. '' The Papiſts believe the Do- 
Arines of-tligir Church to. be infallible; and” whats, 
decreed by a Rope and Univerſal Cougcil is upqueſtis | 
nably received as a Do&rine of their 'Churct; and 
confranpaghy: if any thing, be; decreed to.be done by 
any. man, upon pain, bf Damnation, they muſt do it firſt 
or lalt, by ſuch means as they can, if they mtendto be 
faved. Where a perſon then is a Roman Catholick, and 
true to his Religion, he cannot enter upon the Throne 
of a Proteſtant Kingdbm, but hemuſt reſolve ts Exter* 
minate his Subjects. To enter ſo, 'is toenter il 
animo, With the mitid of 'ari''Enemy, as Zeſt :s 2X: 
tis Pablicus. © But t6 be Hoftis and Rex, 'a King and an 
Enemy ; / 4 Shepheard' and Father. of his People, and 
one that comes to make Havoth of *them : To deſtroy; 
and torule or govern; ate things utterly incompati- 
ble. ces fan 3 2N Fo) 7 1947142 3's 
The refojution”of this' Caſe therefore in point'd#? 
Reaſon! and Confeience-is'open.' That ſuch 4 peeſoix'; 
muſt 'on 'neceflity*either' renounce” that Religion, "or 
ee he muſt relinquiſh- the Government, :andbe! cons 


tenttharthe next rightfill Heirs-or Succeſſors'do"-pofl? 


ſefs it; © | 
Upon theſe terms now,” if- there: be any perſon ſo 
pious and devout ag not daring to'hazard" the Satva- 
riot of his Soul,” he does' purpoſe if he ber:King (what.c 
(bever comes of it, ſeeing hemult)>to niake his peoples 
turn 


i 


(3) 


4A Papifis, .or\cxecute that Decree gf. the. Churgh 

who Them j and it hebe allo fo zenergus and brave, 

(241dtybther then do ſughp thing: as to perſecute his 

Gguntry; and make tkoNation miſerable, he will trec- 
ly decline a Crown to, avoid that intollerable incum- 
bent duty: What is there under the- whole cope of 
Heaven ſo worthy to canonize a mans rame to poſtc- 

«ity as duelran action? And what can be fajd why the 

Re reſegtatiye-gt.a Nation might not make an humble 
agd ygt- content Addreſs to ſuch a.one, to offer him 

.Realons for:his, voluntary condeſceniion to ſuch a Re- 
queſt made to him, when a forced depoſition by an A&t 
of Parliament, before any ſuch tryal be attempted, 
may look exceedlinghard, and alſo. Le ul taken 2 Net- 
theraverc ita thing leſs elegible,. as it .mult certainly 
be. more -happy, to remain a Duke and Father of the 

next; Succellor taking the'Throneand reigningin quiet, 
than to be himſelt a King, and reign. only in Blood, 

and with the Contuſion ot. his Subjects. | 

.- Andto render this, matter yet more glorious and ne- 
ceſlary to ſuch a Royal perſon, he ſhall moreover by 
doing thus provide ſecurity tor the ſacred lite of a So- 

.veraign, and a Brother, m_ lo longs a Papiſt isſurc 
to ſucceed, mull beſtill expalſed to Plots and 'Freaſon, 
Poyſon and Aſſaſſination : For there cannot. be wanting 
2a Clement, a Ravilliack, .or lome ſuch ./V7ilain, as 1s 
capable to be perſwaded, that by a feat fo highly ad- 
vantagious to- their Religion, he ſhall both expiate 
the ſin; and merit life eternal. =_ 

.... Asfor the Cale. in. point of Law. I undertake not; 
Oaly it appears tome (I, mult contels), from the Statute 
of the thirteenth of the Queen,: that. though. this Go- 
vernment be Hereditary, it is ſo Hereditary as the 
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(4) 
1 aws or Statutes of Parliament do &imd the deſcent: of 
the-Crown. Andif it be as it appears, I have nothing 
elſe to ſay, but todeſire of God to give to thoſe who 
are now in expetation to be Allembled, the modera- 
tion and underſtanding of the Heads of the Chilidrey 
of Tſachar, that they inay 4now at ſuch a tune as this 
what Iſrael = ro do. © PREY 
And if therebe no A e Acerni 

theſe matters, T muſt for he diſcharge of; my Con: 
ſeience ſuperad thus much further, that although os che 


' part of the Soveraign he that is a Papift cannot take the 


Throne where the Body of the people are Proteſtant, 
according to right reaſon and Conſcience, as might be 
made to =—_— further, if what is ſaid were not ſuffi- 
cient already; yet on the part of the Subjett, let the 
Crown fall to any perſon, whatſoever he be, whether 
Papiſt of Proteſtant, if he have right to it according to 
the preſent Law in force, and the Confitution of the 
Nation, there is no good Proteſtant, or no Subje& that 
fears Gvd, can riſe up it Arms againſt him upon the 
atcount of Religion. Evange/irm (lay our firſt Re- 
formers) on abolet politins. 

We are taught this by the Primirive Chriftians all a- 
long during the Reign of the Heathen z who, whatſo- 


. ever their number was, in their Cities, Caſtles, Ar- 


mies-(asfome of the Fathers tell ns) were ready to lay 
down their lives, and ſubmit to a Decination” wpbn'a 
Decimation, rather thafi they would draw theirSWords 
upon the Emperour, orfin againſt Heaven. This 'we 
are tavght mote efſectrally By the Apoltle,” nad are 
therefore never tb be 'uaAratight it! * Tet every Soi be 


ſubjett to the higher Powers; for. there tt wo Power but of 


Ged \ the Powers that be, are ordaindl of God. Wiwforver 
: there. 
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thttefore refifteth the Power refiſteth the Ordinance of 
God; and they that refit fhall receive ro themſelves Dam. 
vatioy. T ſpeak it (I muſt acknowledge) not only ty 
regard to-the prevention of Blood and Miſcluet (if 
Providence ſhoutd call us under ſuch a TryAl) but in re- 
gard to the Parliament, that they may look the more 
about them, and conſider, they have 2 ſeafon. And 
more particularly that they may beware of running 
itito this Erfour (upon which rwo Parliaments have 
I y)-the negle& of doing what may be done 
through an over-reaching haſte toward what. rhey 
would have done (I mean in this point of Succeſſion) 
and which will be &e2ter done(if itbe at all done) tobe 
lift done. | 
As tor the Plot, I fear not likewiſe to'ſay !thus much, 
that whoever he be ſhall be found to-/have deſign'd the 
TntrvduCion of Popery by the'Murder of the ung, or 
2 Maſfacre of the Peopte, I declare ih the behalf vt the 
publitk, he ought todye. 'Sif' Edmond Bury Godfrey's 
innocent Bloud eryes fot [Juſtice 0n. ſaci :men : But if 
any perſon has had any Wand in this Plot; no farther 
than to give his conſenr and afliſtance to the bringing 
in tharkeligion upon us vy anUniverſal Liberty of Con- 
Trience, and no otherwiſe; which is conſequencly by 
Teachitig and Arvtument ina fehtleprogrets.ot Time, 
and Periwaſion, not by Vislenet and* blood, 'or any 
hurt to the Subje&t in theif L.ives and Ellares; of by con- 
vetſwon of rhe'Civil Goverhnient trom Regal to Detpo. 
tical, as by many is imagined ; 'afid, being now con- 
viterd of thedeteſtable Villkony end  Hellitit Devotion 
of others]: Who weteprecipitating.the Delign with e- 
gitide'and a'Commen dnorvrer, (hall be willing hereapon 
to make Tome remonitrancetor the parging karatelt and 
| 1s 


(26 )) | 
 -his:Confeicnce, andithe veltifyings lis, hhowenetef 
procceding further ta. fuck; 1 ri Lads 
«c/o ovitlytheldtcopett tritedam) that fiele bnogught 
:t0ibe Heard.-1cAbdowho can tel what mightþe ,thew*- 
Jue of: fuch-a:picce'of Ingenuity as this only 2 To ay, 
. Look yan, Sirs;; Thus it has.been, I confeſs it, and thus: 
iZhx/e ane theiConfequents.; 1 ſee the evi; It ſball be fo 
00 0w0ee 0 9189: Term roi hat to tipluyt Ot 
In the name: of God, let us ut havea Gentleman- 
hk6 Repentance;” that: is rigþt,;£x2/1/h, without, ire- 
ferye, 1and here ws the way to-tho Hit, and; conſequent- 
ly.thebeft and moſt-defireable reconcilement- that can 
be in the Caſe ;. to the molt galie coming off trom what 
is paſt, and for the giving the moſt Heroical Satisfacti- 
_Oathat can ve;giventorthet kand, oo 7 
' By this: meats ſhallfach 4 perſon-epgage himſelf ;tp 
the trongett retratationot all that is 11], for recovery 
of: his tratt with the-Nation ; and the Plat,be ſo _ 0- 
.pen, thatthe Parliament-may ;profeed . tothe applica- 
$259. ot verſed Remedy. By his menns ſhall 86. 
nocent be:purt;tato fatety, and the guilty: (lo tar as any 1s 
guilty) into hisright courſe of obtaining the forgivenels 
of his Country, - For ſuch is the, nature;of. the Eng/i/b 
ſpirit, that when it generouſly-proſecutss the obſtinatc 
Offender-with-yehemence and cqurage, as ſoon-as he 
does:but relent or comes; to ſutfer;. 1t-is preſently] apt 
to commilſeration, and to think the; beſt of him. .;  .. : 
I thall conclude with a. Text. of Scripture. If this 
great man ſhall neither comeoft from his way (which 
. wereto be firlt wiſhed,)nor'to a Compromiſe and F 
nation (which were-to be, ſought. #ext) ;; nor. ti Par- 
liament.to ſome AR. fot Conſtrawit, ta make hum. chy 
the :one. or theother (which. is to,be./a/t,attempix 
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or forReftraint by ordering the Militia and po Tp 1 
ſo as it ſhall be equivalent, ot as politic Ry good for _ . 
England,as if hegi Feirflor Tſhall livre Fs Wb "= 
as @ Watchman and as an 'Ebg [ ſb man ;protedFhe wh 

of not y [4 but eV il, that... 
is, DeſtruRiori, Mifery, apd TfoubR, coming pon. . 
the three Kingdorhs. "Now it clime to paſs after this; that. 
Amaziah brought the Gods of the C hildren of , Seir, and 
ſet them up, and bowed before them. Wherefore Gods An- 
ger was kindled,and he ie ut to him a Prophet ; anjl it came 
to paſs as the Prophet = talking” with him, 'he faid, art”. | 
thou made' of the Kings Council? Forbear, why Jhoulelf 37 
than be ſmitten > Then the P rophet forbore;. ic ſaid, 1 
know- that God hath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe 
thou haſt done this, and haſt not hearkened to. my Coun- 


ſel. 
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L FINIS. 


This Parazraph is to be ſupplied, Pp. 4. |. 22, 


Ml 

My Reaſon for this deciſion is, bzoaule the Prince him- 
ſelf knows what is in his own heart, whether he be. bound 
in his Conſcience fo far by-his Religion, or not : and if he | 
be, he muſt know, allo_thar this is inconlilten; with che _. 
Rule over ſuch a. People, Government Is for the. Weal of .' 
the Publick, and though the Publick might be ſerved. by 
the rooting out Diſſeaters where they are but a few, it can--/ - 
not be ſerved by the doing {qa where they are m:»y, aad the 
moſt are ſuch. Oathe cantrary, the People know not the 
Princes heart, he may be a Papiſt otherwiſe,: and not of... 
that Conſcience; he may receive the D5&rines of Trene, .; 
and renounce the Decree of Later. or he may, interpret +. 
it, that it'biads not; whea it ca»»97 be executed, as where. : + 
the greattr number are Proteſtants, and whea in prudence... 
it ought not, as where there are but many ſo, $o long then 
as the Subje& judges only of what'is pe, the Princes Ti- 
tle, and not of what is ſecrer, the Princes Heart, the Prince 
may bebound in Qpaſcience to /ay 4»w», and yet the Sub- 
jet have no Warrant (if he will not) to rep. Whether 
the Prince (I ſay ) be Hts in regard to his Opinion, it is 
God alone and himſelf know : Whether he be Heres, the 
rightful Prince or. not, all kaow, The P*ixce is bound ro 
go by his Conſcience, the People are bound to go by 
theirs in the Determination, 


This is a Paragraph at "ole. 


CLOS & 4 
If ever thoſe that ferr God, and ſeek the good of their 
Country, had need of moderation, they now need it , for 
no violent thing can hold, whatſoever any think or ſhall 
act to the contrary, | The Author, 
FINTS. 
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